Satsuma Police Department

“Hurricane Preparedness” 

Your Personal Plan of Action:

· Determine your destination (relatives, friends, motel or hotel or public shelter) in the event an evacuation is ordered.
· On a map, outline the quickest and safest route needed to get to your destination.
· Review your insurance polices and coverage.
· Take photos and video footage of your property. Store this information with your important papers. Make copies of documents and photographs and leave them with someone you trust.
· Visually inspect your property. Make sure any debris such as lawn furniture that could blow away are secured.
· Purchase plywood, rope, extra nails and tarps for protecting windows.
· Prepare an Emergency Supply Kit.
Emergency Supply Kit:

At-Home Kit

· Two flashlights
· A battery-operated radio
· Six extra sets of batteries
· Gel freezer packs to keep food cold
· A cooler
· Matches and a lighter
· A camping stove and/or grill with fuel, canned heat and/or charcoal bricks and starter fluid
· Fire extinguisher (and a box of baking soda to extinguish a fire)
· If anyone in your family is taking prescription medicines, keep a two-week supply on hand
· If you have an infant, prepare a two-week supply of diapers, baby formula, bottles, pacifiers, etc.
· A medicine kit with a first aid handbook, a two-week supply of over the counter medicines: aspirins, stomach antacids, anti-diarrhea medicine, iodine, hydrogen peroxide, antibacterial ointment, bandages, insect repellent, scissors, tape, etc.
· A tarp
· Towels (three per person)
· Camera and film (video camera and blank video tape)
· Kitchen utensils, spoons, knives, forks, hand-operated can opener, cooking pans, spatula, etc.
· A whistle
· A cell phone (if possible)
· Drinking water in plastic containers (minimum one gallon of water per person per day for 14 days)
· A water purifying kit
· Non-perishable food in cans or sealed containers (enough for 14 days) Don’t forget pets
· A box of large, plastic trash bags
· A box of locking top, sealing plastic bags – one gallon size
Evacuation Kit:

· A map and compass

· A can of tire sealer in your trunk

· Sleeping bags and /or blankets for each member of the family

· Air or foam mattresses

· Identification for everyone

· Important documents

· Extra clothes, shoes, etc.

· Books, games, playing cards, etc.

· Soap, shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant, toilet paper, feminine products, paper towels, etc.

· CASH

Before the Storm Hits:
· Fill your bathtub(s) and sinks with water. To keep water from leaking, cover the drain with a clean sheet of plastic before filling.

· Fill clean plastic or glass containers with water. Store the bottled water in a cool, dark area.

· Any water you have stored in clean containers before the storm will be safe to drink for at least two weeks.

· If you have a swimming pool, fill it and shock the water with chlorine. Cover the pool tightly with a pool cover.

After the Storm:

· Vigorously boiling for one minute will kill any disease causing microorganisms present in water. The flat taste of boiled water can be improved by pouring it back and forth from one container to another, by allowing it to stand for a few hours, or by adding a small pinch of salt for each quart of water boiled.

· Common household bleach contains a chlorine compound that will disinfect water. The procedure to be followed is usually written on the label. When the necessary procedure is not given, add ten drops per gallon of water. The treated water should be mixed thoroughly and allowed to stand for 30 minutes.

Weathering the Storm at home:

If you do not live within the “evacuation area”, do not leave your home (unless you live in a mobile home). Use this checklist as you prepare to stay home during the storm.

· Secure all windows and doors with plywood.

· Keep updated on the storm’s status by listening to advisory reports on a radio or TV.

· Open your home as a refuge to friends or family members whose homes may not provide adequate protection.

· Remove all loose items from your yard.

· Keep flashlight handy.

· Have your emergency supply kits near at hand.

· Stay away from windows or any glass-covered openings during the storm. Go to the lowest floor of your home. Find a room that is structurally reinforced-a bathroom, or closet-and wait there until the storm passes.

· If power goes out, turn off your water heater, air conditioner and heater to reduce the chance of damage.

· If flooding occurs, turn off all electricity at the main breaker box.

· Do not use your computer or any electrical device during the storm.

· Do not leave your house until it has been confirmed that it is safe to do so. It may seem as if the storm has passed, yet you could be in the calm eye of the storm.

· Make sure your car has a full tank of gas.

· Withdraw money beforehand-the storm may knock out power to ATMs.

· Have your address clearly marked in the front of your home.

Most of all, USE CAUTION and COMMON SENSE.

